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Today: Partly to
mostly sunny;
warm. High
85, low 64.

Saturday: Sunny
to partly
cloudy. High
87, low 68.
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Fall into the Triangle’s budding
arts season with a 16-page
guide to area events.

Arts & Entertainment

PEOPLE
Jamie Foxx, left,
played host as
Fatboy Slim
picked up five
MTV video
awards
Thursday night.  
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BUSINESS
Shoe repairman
Sin K. Yu knows
economic times
are tough when
people opt to fix
old shoes, not
buy new ones.
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Trial 
on hold
3 years 
Explanations 
of delay vary

BY ANDREA WEIGL
STAFF WRITER

RALEIGH  — Kenneth King was
arrested July 12, 1998, and charged
in a slew of house break-ins. He’s
been sitting in the Wake County jail
awaiting trial ever since. 

King blames prosecutors for fail-
ing to set a trial date. He says he’s
also upset that his lawyers have
tried to get him to accept a plea deal
when all he ever wanted was a trial.
And he argues the delay is risking
his right to a fair trial, since one of
his witnesses has died and the time

lapse cannot
help the memo-
ry of another,
who is elderly. 

“The district
attorney isn’t
doing what
they’re obligat-
ed to do —
that’s why the
jail system is
backed up and
crowded; that’s
why [Wake
County Sheriff]

John Baker keeps calling and ask-
ing for more money to build jails,”
said King, who has been in the jail
for 1,153 days. 

But Wake District Attorney Colon
Willoughby says the blame for any
delay rests solely on King, saying
the 41-year-old Knightdale man is
an experienced criminal who has
hired and fired several lawyers to
avoid going to trial. 

Prosecutors control the trial cal-
endar. But a defendant can delay a
trial by firing his lawyer right before
trial. The new lawyer usually asks
for a continuance because he hasn’t
had time to prepare for trial.

Fox urges Congress
to help immigrants

BY JAMES ROSEN
NEWS & OBSERVER WASHINGTON BUREAU

WASHINGTON — Mexican President Vicente Fox
implored U.S. lawmakers Thursday to trust him
as a leader of democratic change and asked them
to pass immigration reforms that would enable
laborers from his country to work legally in the
United States.

But Fox sidestepped another question in the immi-
gration dispute — whether to grant residency and a
path toward citizenship to the estimated 3 million
Mexicans who have entered the country illegally and
are working here without proper documents.

“Regularization does not mean rewarding those
who break the law,” Fox said in an address to a joint
session of Congress. “Regularization means that
we will provide them with the legal means to allow
them to continue contributing to this great nation.

“The agreement that we seek would establish a
higher ceiling for permanent visas to Mexicans
coming to this country,” he continued. “And it
would also expand opportunities for Mexican work-
ers to obtain temporary work visas so that they
can enter the United States safely and legally.”

Senators and representatives from both parties

Parties spar
over blacks’
voting power

BY LYNN BONNER
STAFF WRITER

The racial politics of redistricting
erupted into an argument Thursday
in the North Carolina legislature
over which party was watching out
for black voters’ political strength
— Democrats or Republicans. 

As the new Senate map cleared
its first key hurdle, Republicans
accused the Senate’s Democratic
majority of pushing a plan that
dilutes African-American voting
strength. But Democrats replied
that “packing” black voters in a few
districts, as sought by Republicans,
reduces their influence.

“I think this plan goes backwards
in terms of minority participation,”
said Senate Minority Leader Pat-
rick Ballantine of Wilmington.

Sen. Brad Miller, chairman of the
Senate Redistricting Committee,
defended the plan supported by
most Democrats: “I believe this
plan strikes the balance we need to
strike: assuring representation in
this body for African-Americans and
at the same time assuring influence
for African-Americans in other dis-
tricts around the state.”

The committee approved the

Microsoft
breakup
won’t be
pursued

The Justice Department
drops efforts to split the
company but will seek
other ways to control its
business practices.

BY STEPHEN LABATON
THE NEW YORK TIMES

WASHINGTON — Reversing
the government’s strategy in
the landmark antitrust case
against Microsoft, the Bush
administration announced
Thursday that it would no
longer seek a breakup of the
company.

The government also aban-
doned a central claim of the
lawsuit: that Microsoft had
violated federal antitrust law
by integrating its Internet
Explorer browser software
into its Windows operating
system.

Administration officials said
the decision to narrow the
case and seek a far less dras-
tic means of regulating
Microsoft’s business prac-
tices rather than split up the
company was motivated by
two forces. Officials want to
quickly resolve a case whose
roots go back seven years. In
June, a federal appeals court
issued an opinion that was
skeptical of the breakup and
made it more difficult to chal-

BU I L D I N G  A  PA R T N E R S H I P

President Bush and Mexican President
Vicente Fox visit the University of Toledo.
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Kenneth King
has had six
lawyers in

three years.

Easley, Helms lash Bush for brushoff on textiles
BY JOHN WAGNER

WASHINGTON CORRESPONDENT

WASHINGTON — The Bush adminis-
tration was criticized sharply
Thursday for dismissing with a form
letter a request by Gov. Mike Easley
and three other governors to meet
with the president about the ailing
textile industry.

In an exchange of letters made
public Thursday, Easley, a Democrat,
bluntly told President Bush that he

was “disturbed that your office
appears unwilling to give this issue
the serious attention it deserves.”

U.S. Sen. Jesse Helms, a North
Carolina Republican, also criticized the
White House, saying in an interview
that “it’s outrageous for the governor
of North Carolina to get a form letter.”

The rhetoric was the latest in a
series of strong-arm tactics used
recently by textile-state lawmakers
from both parties to get the attention

of the administration, which has put
a priority on free trade and drawn
criticism for being insensitive to the
textile industry. Although the admin-
istration’s emphasis may help con-
sumers, the lawmakers say, it is hurt-
ing an industry already in decline. 

The textile industry says it has lost
roughly 56,000 jobs — about 10 per-
cent of its work force — in just the past

David Black, an N.C . State freshman, plays the baritone as the marching band takes the field to play the
nationa l anthem in front of the new scoreboard in Carter-Finley Stadium before the game with Indiana .
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BY NED BARNETT
STAFF WRITER

RALEIGH

I
t’s appropriate that Opening Day for N.C.
State University football was actually an
Opening Night. The Thursday evening
event — capped by a 35-14 victory over
Indiana — was as much about theater

as it was about sport.
Fans, filled with hopes raised by last year’s

8-4 season, surrounded the stadium with tail-
gate parties, some starting three hours before
the 7:30 p.m. game. The N.C. State Marching
Band and a Dixieland band snaked through the
parking lots playing horns and drums.
Thousands of free red “howl towels” brightened
a crowd that already was as red as it was ready.

Carter-Finley Stadium, a formerly modest
and outdated facility, showed a new face when
the curtain came up. Fans found new seating
on the former grassy bank, and a new $2 million
scoreboard boomed music and flashed images
over the sold-out crowd of more than 51,000.

ESPN sent the opening game across the

OPENING BLAST

A TALENTED BACKFIELD AND POWERHOUSE DEFENSE LEAD THE PACK TO A 35-14 LANDSLIDE OVER THE INDIANA HOOSIERS, PAGE 1C

SEE TRIAL, PAGE 12A

SEE DISTRICTS, PAGE 13A SEE TEXTILES, PAGE 12A

SEE NCSU, PAGE 12A

SEE FOX, PAGE 13A

‘It’s
outrageous
for the
governor
of North
Carolina to
get a form
letter.’

U.S. SEN.
JESSE HELMS

THE CA S E

WHAT GOES:
The Justice
Department says
it will no longer
seek Microsoft’s
breakup. It will
drop the issue of
whether the com-
pany “bundled”
features such as
an Internet
browser into its
operating system
to curb competi-
tion.

WHAT STAYS: The
government will
looking into rein-
ing in Microsoft
to obtain
“prompt, effective
and certain relief
for consumers.”
That could
include giving
computer makers
more leeway in
how they mix
Windows with
software from
Microsoft
competitors and
forcing Microsoft
to make its
Windows source
code more avail-
able to software
developers.

NCSU faithful revel in Carter-Finley facelift,
Coach Amato’s revival of Wolfpack football

‘There’s more excitement surrounding football
than I’ve ever seen — football or basketball — since I was a kid.’

WILL ROUNTREE, 1991 N.C. State graduate who drove from Wilmington for the game

Carter-Finley: a work in progress
N. C . State’s footba ll stadium, which opened in 1966, has rema ined relatively 
unchanged from the days when Coach Chuck Amato was a Wolfpack player. But 
the 2001 season marks the beginning of significant change at the stadium. 

Sources: The Wolfpack C lub, N CSU W O O DY VO NDRACEK, ALISA NAN CE/The News & O bserver

PHASE 1: A new football operations center is to be completed in 2002 or 2003. 
A new scoreboard and a 5,864-seat grandstand already have been completed.

South 
grandstand

West 
grandstand

New scoreboard
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Current 
field house

New football 
operations center

PHASE 2: In the planning stages are a new deck atop the west grandstand, including 
chancellor’s box, press box and corporate suites. The current field house eventually 
will come down to make way for a new grandstand at the north end of stadium.

East 
grandstand

SEE MICROSOFT, PAGE 12A


