
THE DAY BAGHDAD FELL, SECRETARY OF DEFENSE DONALD RUMSFELD OUTLINED OBJECTIVES TO BE MET FOR THE UNITED STATES
TO DECLARE VICTORY IN IRAQ. HERE IS A LOOK AT WHERE THOSE GOALS STAND, A YEAR AFTER THE WAR BEGAN:
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WAR IN IRAQ

CONTROL THE COUNTRY
Complete the battle for control of Baghdad and other contested cities.
Iraq is under coalition control. Attacks on U.S. troops continue in some areas,

particularly in the area north and west of Baghdad known as the Sunni Triangle.
There is no firm date on when U.S. troops might leave the country. The Army’s top
officer, Gen. Peter J. Schoomaker, has told Congress that the Army is planning for
a steady troop level of 100,000 into spring 2007.

Secure the northern oil fields.
All of Iraq’s oil fields came under coalition control shortly after Baghdad fell. Oil

facilities and pipelines have occasionally been sabotaged. More than $800 million
is being spent this year by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers on refurbishing the
country’s oil infrastructure. Production is up to 2.2 million barrels of crude a day,
compared with 1.3 million last summer.

Secure Iraq’s borders.
U.S. administrator Paul Bremer said earlier this month that it was “increasingly

apparent” that insurgents are coming from outside Iraq, although it is unknown
exactly what role they are playing. Bremer pledged to increase border security.

FIND THE LEADERS
Deposed leader Saddam Hussein was captured outside his hometown of Tikrit

on Dec. 13. The CIA is overseeing his interrogation at an undisclosed location. It
is unclear what sort of trial he might face, but President Bush has indicated that
Saddam deserves the death penalty. It is also unknown who, if anyone, received
the $25 million reward for information that led to Saddam’s capture.

Saddam’s sons and top aides, Odai and Qusai, were killed in a battle with
U.S. forces July 22 in the northern Iraqi city of Mosul. Of the 55 people in the
U.S. “deck of cards,” 41 have been captured.

Locate Baath party members, records and weapons caches.
Progress is unclear. U.S. forces have collected some records and stockpiles

of guns and other weapons, although some were lost to looting when Saddam’s
government collapsed.

Locate records of Iraqi intelligence agencies, the Fedayeen Saddam militia and the Republican Guard.
No information available.

Under enemy fire, a Marine from Camp Lejeune, N.C., tends to a wounded comrade as another keeps low to the ground in March 2003 in Nasiriyah, Iraq.
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An Iraqi translator, masked to prevent other Iraqis from
identifying him, helps an American soldier get information

during a raid in December 2003 in Samarra. U.S. forces were
searching for insurgents that had been attacking troops.
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An Iraqi prisoner comforts his son, 4, at a POW regroupment center in March 2003.
AP PHOTO BY JEAN-MARC BOUJU

Saddam Hussein

REBUILD THE COUNTRY
Work with Iraqis and those returning from exile to establish an interim authority and to help pave

the way for an Iraqi government.
An interim constitution was signed March 8 by the Iraqi Governing Council. The document outlines the struc-

ture of the interim government, includes a 13-article bill of rights, and makes Islam the official religion and one
of the bases of Iraqi law. Iraqi and U.S. officials still must agree on a method to create the interim government
that will take power June 30. The United Nations indicated this week that it will help with that transition.

The Pentagon has the main control over rebuilding in Iraq. In addition to reconstruction already under way,
$18 billion in U.S. aid will go toward 2,300 construction projects over the next four years.

Locate the wealth of the Iraqi government in-
side and outside the country and return it to the
Iraqi people.

U.S. officials are seeking to locate and reclaim
$10 billion to $40 billion in hidden Iraqi assets, some
of it siphoned from the U.N. “oil for food” aid pro-
gram. To date, $2 billion in seized Iraqi assets, in-
cluding $750,000 in cash found with Saddam, has
been channeled into Iraq’s recovery.
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FIND WEAPONS,  PRISONERS and TERRORISTS
Find and secure facilities that produce weapons of mass

destruction.
The United States has discovered no undisputed physical evidence

that Iraq had stockpiles of chemical or biological weapons or had
been reconstituting its nuclear weapons program. The search con-
tinues. David Kay, who led the hunt, told a congressional panel in
January that he now thinks that Iraq largely abandoned the pro-
duction of weapons of mass destruction after the first Persian Gulf
War and that it gradually destroyed its remaining stockpiles dur-
ing the 1990s. President Bush appointed a bipartisan panel earlier
this year to find out why U.S. intelligence was off the mark, and Con-
gress is investigating as well.

Determine how Iraq acquired capabilities for creating
weapons of mass destruction and which countries helped.

No information available.

Locate Iraqi scientists with knowledge of weapons of mass
destruction programs.

The No. 1 Iraqi wanted for questioning about Iraq’s chemical
weapons was Amer al-Saadi, a special adviser to Saddam Hussein.
He surrendered to U.S. officials in mid-April. Before turning him-
self in, he insisted that Iraq had no weapons of mass destruction.

The United States has several other Iraqi scientists in custody.

Capture or kill terrorists still operating in Iraq, and obstruct
their access to weapons of mass destruction.

Elements of Ansar Al-Islam, a group that the United States says
has ties to al-Qaeda, were forced from northern Iraq during the war,
possibly finding refuge in Iran.

U.S. officials are seeking Abu Musab al-Zarqawi, a Jordanian mil-
itant, as the suspect behind several recent bombings in Iraq, including
those at Shiite shrines on the holy day of Ashoura. The United States
says he has links to al-Qaeda, but some Iraqi officials are unsure.

No new evidence of possible al-Qaeda connections to Saddam’s
government has come to light. CIA Director George Tenet said last
month that the agency has not found evidence showing that
Sept. 11, 2001, hijacker Mohammed Atta met with an Iraqi agent in
the Czech Republic before the Sept. 11 attacks — a link asserted
by some in the administration before the war as proof of a con-
nection between al-Qaeda and Saddam.

Find and return Americans and others held as prisoners
of war from this conflict and the 1991 Persian Gulf War.

All U.S. forces from this war are accounted for. Navy pilot Michael
Scott Speicher, who was shot down over Iraq on the first day of the
1991 Persian Gulf War, is listed as “missing-captured.” A U.S. intelligence
team in Iraq has found no clues to his fate.

Raja Habib al-Khuzaai of the Governing
Council signs the interim constitution.
AP PHOTO BY  HUSSEIN MALLA
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Casualties of war
UNITED STATES

568
Overall number of casualties

385
Number of casualties from hostilities

183
Deaths from other causes

270
Casualties from hostilities since May 1,
when Bush declared major combat over

2,842
Number of injuries from hostilities

OTHER COUNTRIES

96
Number of casualties from countries
helping in postwar Iraq (Britain: 58;
Italy: 17; Spain: 8; Bulgaria: 5; Ukraine:
3; Thailand: 2; Denmark, Estonia and
Poland: 1 each)

CIVILIAN CASUALTIES

Unknown
There has been no official count of

Iraqi casualties, either civilian or military,
during or after the war. The U.S. gov-
ernment doesn’t track such casualties.

The Associated Press surveyed Iraqi
hospitals beginning March 20, 2003, and
counted 3,240 civilian deaths. The U.S.
military has provided cash compensation
to some families who have lost relatives.

Iraqi civilians are often killed in attacks
by insurgents. The Associated Press es-
timates that at least 660 people have
died in Iraq in suicide bombings in the
past year. That number includes mili-
tary and civilian casualties.

Troop count
AS OF MARCH 15

Countries helping in postwar Iraq and
their troop contributions:

United States 130,000
United Kingdom 8,220
Italy 3,000
Poland 2,500
Ukraine 1,650
Netherlands 1,307
Spain 1,300
Australia 850
Romania 500
Thailand 451
Denmark 410

Other 25 coalition countries 3,722

What it costs
The Pentagon has not given a cost fig-

ure specifically for the combat period of
March and April 2003. It says $56 billion
was spent on the Iraq war overall during
calendar year 2003, including troop and
supply buildups before hostilities began.

The Pentagon says continuing military
operations in Iraq are costing about
$4 billion a month.
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Was the war worth it?
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